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`GG41(8)%"*AJ**
L.*8"&*!$1,/*-4-()%"*78"15-,#%,*

1992 reference texts
A priori positions 8.21 5.35 17.21
S.E (n = 34) 0.425 0.377 0.396

Estimates
1997 transformed virgin text scores 5.00 9.17 17.18
S.E. 0.363 0.351 0.325

1997 expert survey 5.77 10.30 15.05
S.E ( n =117) 0.234 0.229 0.227

1997 standardized comparison scores
Word scores -0.88 -0.21 1.09 0.13
Expert survey -0.99 -0.02 1.01 --
Hand coded content analysis -0.83 -0.28 1.11 0.17
Dictionary based computer coding -1.08 0.18 0.90 0.13

Liberal 
DemocratsParty Labour Conservative

Mean 
Absolute 

Difference
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Raw data

1992 reference texts
Length in words 17,077 11,208 28,391
No. of unique words 2,911 2,292 3,786

1997 virgin texts
Raw mean word scores ( Svd ) 10.2181 10.3954 10.7361
S.E. 0.015 0.015 0.014

Length in words 13,709 17,237 20,442
Unique words scored 1,915 2,211 2,279
% words scored 94.9 96.2 95.5
Unique unscorable words 423 697 714
Mean frequency of unscorable words 1.23 1.26 1.29

Liberal 
DemocratsParty Labour Conservative
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`GG41(8)%"*?J**
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Party
1990 
PDS

1994 
PDS

1994 
Green

1994 
SDP

1994 
CDU

1994 
FDP

Economic Policy Dimension

1990 reference texts
Economic Policy
A priori  positions (1991 expert -- -- 5.21 6.53 13.53 15.68
S.E. ( n =19) -- -- 0.652 0.436 0.544 0.613

1994 transformed economic 
policy virgin text scores 4.19 3.98 7.47 10.70 13.67 17.15
S.E. 0.436 0.511 0.259 0.365 0.391 0.22

Social Policy Dimension

A priori  positions (1991 expert -- -- 2.90 6.68 14.42 6.84
S.E. ( n =19) -- -- 0.908 0.856 0.537 0.603

1994 transformed social policy 
virgin text scores 1.93 4.09 11.07 13.65 8.12
S.E. 0.306 0.421 0.221 0.325 0.368 0.182
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(a) Economic Scale
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(b) Social Scale
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`GG41(8)%"*IJ*

!$1,/*Y8e4*,G--(/-,*

•  Y8e4*^%"O&-"(-*&-T8#-*AffA*

•  g8';/-<*,G--(/*DhHccA*>%$&,E*

;1B-"*$-5-$-"(-*,(%$-*%5*RAV@*

•  ]GG%,1)%"*4-8&-$*,G--(/-,*

(%&-&*MAV@J*0$'#%"*DXCH*iHIcb*

>%$&,E*8"&*&-*F%,,8*DY2H*hH??h*

>%$&,E*

•  +%$&,*,(%$-&*5$%7*#/-,-*I*

,G--(/-,*',-&*#%*,(%$-*B1$;1"*

#-K#,*5$%7*h?*&1\-$-"#*

,G-8[-$,H*7-8"*,G--(/*4-";#/*

?HIhj*>%$&,*

Group N Raw Mean Raw SD
Standard- 
ized Mean

Standard- 
ized SD

FF Ministers 12 -0.2571 0.0383 1.15 0.66
PD Minister 1 -0.2947 -- 0.50 --
FF 10 -0.2999 0.0721 0.41 1.24
Independent 1 -0.3360 -- -0.21 --
Greens 1 -0.3488 -- -0.43 --
WP 2 -0.3501 0.0423 -0.46 0.73
FG 21 -0.3580 0.0306 -0.59 0.53
Labour 7 -0.3599 0.0220 -0.62 0.38
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`GG41(8)%"*iJ*3(%$1";*4-;1,48)B-*,G--(/-,*1"*"%M
(%"O&-"(-*&-T8#-*D!$1,/*4-;1,48#'$-E*

Group N 

Median  
Total 

Words 

Median 
Unique 
Words 

Raw 
Mean Raw SD 

Standard-
ized Mean 

Standard-
ized SD 

Reference Texts 
 

  
    

FF Prime Minister Haughey 1 6,711 1,617 1.0000 -- -- -- 
FG Opposition Leader Bruton 1 4,375 1,181 -1.0000 -- -- -- 
DL Leader de Rossa 1 6,226 1,536 -1.0000 -- -- -- 
        
Virgin Texts        
FF Ministers 12       3,851          727  -0.2571 0.0383 1.15 0.66 
PD Minister 1       2,818          593  -0.2947 -- 0.50 -- 
FF 10       1,553          397  -0.2999 0.0721 0.41 1.24 
Independent 1       3,314          582  -0.3360 -- -0.21 -- 
Greens 1       1,445          415  -0.3488 -- -0.43 -- 
WP 2       2,001          455  -0.3501 0.0423 -0.46 0.73 
FG 21       1,611          394  -0.3580 0.0306 -0.59 0.53 
Labour 7       2,224          475  -0.3599 0.0220 -0.62 0.38 
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6K87G4-J*3(%$1";*4-;1,48)B-*,G--(/-,*1"*"%M
(%"O&-"(-*&-T8#-*D!$1,/*4-;1,48#'$-E*

Figure  3.  Box  plot  of  standardised  scores  of  speakers  in  1991  confidence  debate  on  “pro-  versus  anti-  government” 
dimension, by category of legislator. Figures on the right indicate the number of legislators in each category.!
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Cabinet ministers' left-right position
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